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EDITORIAL

WATER: WE MUST SAFEGUARD
THIS VITAL RESOURCE

"Water security for peace and development": that is the theme of the 9" World
Water Forum set to take place in Dakar, Senegal. It's a noble idea, but it's going
to take more than a conference slogan to make it a reality worldwide.

Many populations face water insecurity on a daily basis and know neither
peace nor development. As victims of war, disaster or epidemics with scarce
public services to turn to, these populations depend entirely on community
solidarity and humanitarian assistance.

Considering the number of deaths linked to waterborne illnesses, but also the
centrality of water to health, nutrition, livestock, energy and climate change
adaptation, ensuring access to drinking water for all must be a global priority.

And yet, it is no secret that we are not on track to achieve Sustainable
Development Goal 6: Universal access to water and sanitation by 2030.

To remedy this, we'll need to quadruple funding and set up a system of global
water governance. The time has come for a change in both scale and pace.
We need to step it up—and fast!

That is the challenge that awaits participants of the 9t World Water Forum
in Dakar, including host country Senegal and the World Water Council.
We have a collective responsibility to show results.

Now more than ever, we need to think globally and act locally. Together,

we must ensure that the Dakar Forum is the forum of concrete responses,
and we must deliver clear political messages heading into the United Nations
2023 Water Conference—an intergovernmental event where decisions can
be taken.

The 29% of the global population without access to safe drinking water
and the 55% without sanitation ask this of us; they expect us to honour
the commitment made in 2015 by 195 UN member states.

By Alain Boinet,
Founder

of SOLIDARITES

INTERNATIONAL

And Kevin Goldberg,
Chief Executive Officer
of SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL
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SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL

SAVING LIVES,
CHANGING LIVES

The NGO SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL
assists populations affected by conflicts
and violence, epidemics, natural or
climate-related disasters and economic
collapse. Our humanitarian teams are
committed to helping people whose lives,
health and security are threatened, by

meeting their most vital needs: food, water,

shelter and hygiene.

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL responds
to crises by distributing emergency aid in
person and, in parallel, by implementing
long-term solutions that enable affected
populations to regain sustainable access
to water, sanitation, hygiene, diversified
livelihoods and safe housing.

The ultimate aims of SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL's action are protection,
dignity and autonomy.

MEETING COMPLEX
CHALLENGES
IN DIFFICULT CONTEXTS

Thanks to its extensive field experience and
expertise, SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL is
able to work in the most difficult-to-access

areas and in particularly dangerous contexts.

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL also
demonstrates unique technical and social
engineering capabilities, which we continue
to perfect by building on the innovations
and development efforts of our teams and
partners.

FOR 40 YEARS, AND FOR
AS LONG ASIT TAKES

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL's
commitment to assist populations affected

by the most severe crises dates back to 1980.

We always provide aid at the request of the
affected population or its representatives, in
cooperation with our local partners, and we
are fiercely determined to constantly uphold
the humanitarian principles of humanity,
independence, impartiality and neutrality.

Our field teams mainly comprise locally hired
staff, to help ensure that the aid provided fits

the population's needs as closely as possible.

“The first response to human suffering
must be solidarity”

ALAIN BOINET,

FOUNDER OF SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL'S FIGHT FOR SAFE WATER

Hundreds of thousands of people die every year from diseases caused by unsafe drinking water

or unsanitary living conditions. In response to this unbearable situation, SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL
has been fighting relentlessly for over fifteen years to ensure that as many people as possible have
access to drinking water, sanitation and hygiene.

In the field, our teams do their utmost to
deliver drinking water during emergencies,
install water and sanitation facilities, build
showers and latrines, and distribute hygiene
kits. After a crisis, our NGO can also assist in
building or rehabilitating basic infrastructure
to help affected populations regain access to
vital services. During protracted crises when
humanitarian access is limited, SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL works with local
authorities and development organizations
to consolidate public "Water, Sanitation

and Hygiene" services. (see SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL's “WASH" strategy, pages 6-7)

Our organization is also committed to
taking part in and influencing national and
international discussions, to help political
leaders envisage appropriate action to
combat the deadly scourge of unsafe

water. The only way to meet Sustainable
Development Goal 6 by 2030 is for all

local, national and international actors to
make strong commitments. To this end,
SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL actively
participates in major "Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene" events like the World Water Forum
and is a committed member of specialized
networks like the Global WASH Cluster,
Coalition Eau, the French Water Partnership
and Programme Solidarité Eau. Our NGO
uses these forums to advocate for universal
access to water and plays an active role in
implementing concrete solutions.

Finally, every year, for World Water Day,
SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL conducts

an awareness raising campaign and
publishes the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Barometer. Drawing on contributions from
international experts, this publication

takes stock of the current state of access

to drinking water, sanitation and hygiene
worldwide, presents the key issues and
showcases proposed solutions to this major
challenge.



SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL'S

“WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE” 2020-2025 STRATEGY

GENERAL OBJECTIVE

To actively contribute to achieving SDGs 3 and 6 by systematizing “WaSH" & “Health” GOODHEALTH CLEANWATER
integrated approaches in degraded contexts and thereby providing high-quality, g o
high-impact responses centred on the health, dignity and well-being of affected
populations.

| g

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

. Deliver epidemic responses and tailored
quality WASH services that prevent
health, environmental and social risks.

. Promote knowledge sharing among
sector actors, convey the voice
of crisis-affected populations to
decision-makers at the local, national,
regional and international levels.

. Develop Sl's expertise through
knowledge building and enhanced
demonstration and innovation.

INTERVENTION LOGIC
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Epidemicresponse and/or provision
of medium-term WaSH services

Emergency WaSH response Support for public WaSH services

+ Promote economic
and organizational viability
+ Strengthen governance
and local capacities

+ Short preparation time, which includes
carrying out needs assessments

+ Focus on the technical aspects
of solutions

+ Contain health risks

+ Emphasize contextual knowledge

+ Develop partnership strategies

+ Maximize satisfaction and ownership
among beneficiaries
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KEY PRIORITIES FOR WASH PROGRAMMING

AXIS1

Intensify the fight against epidemics

+ Strengthen WaSH & Health multisectoral
coordination
+ Strengthen local epidemiological
surveillance systems
+ Work to better predict epidemics
and improve the quality of rapid responses
+ Equip health facilities with WaSH services
+ Strengthen WaSH services in cholera
and Ebola hotspots

AXIS 2

Strengthen the quality
of WaSH interventions during
the shock absorption phase

+ Contain health risks and minimize
negative environmental impacts

+ Systematize protection measures against
all forms of violence and violation
of populations' dignity

+ Promote beneficiary participation

in the WASH services design process

Improve the quality and effectiveness

of humanitarian coordination mechanisms

AXIS 3

Strengthen public WaSH services
in degraded contexts

+ Promote knowledge sharing

+ Boost capacity building and local technical
assistance

+ Implement Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM)

+ Take steps to adapt to and mitigate
climate change

THE 6 PILLARS OF WASH INTERVENTIONS

NV

Public health

To more effectively combat and prevent
waterborne diseases and epidemics.

o O

Wil

Beneficiary-centred approach

To maximize community ownership

of services provided, to promote the
sustainable adoption of adequate hygiene
practices, and to protect beneficiaries.

Continuous situational analysis

To allow for the adaptation of operational
modalities.

Carefully planned exit strategies

To develop tools to assist in the
management, operation and monitoring
of WaSH services.

Capacity building

To transfer knowledge and build
capacities of local actors.

Support for coordination efforts

To contribute to the continuous
improvement of coordination
mechanisms.

2022 WATER BAROMETER 8™ edition, March 2022 7




INITIATIVE DAKAR 2022

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL
IS TAKING PART IN INITIATIVE
DAKAR 2022

To ensure that the 9" World Water Forum is indeed the “forum

of responses”, host country Senegal has teamed up with the World

Water Council to create Initiative Dakar 2022, aimed at promoting

and supporting innovative, high-impact water and sanitation projects.

A call for proposals was opened in 2021. Winning projects will receive
official “Initiative Dakar 2022 certification and benefit from international
exposure, partnerships and potential funding from the Forum’s
institutional partners. Here's a look at the projects proposed

by SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL.

Since 2013, SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL has been working
alongside Oxfam to pilot a collective
sanitation system at the Rohingya
refugee camps in Sittwe (Myanmar),
where over 90,000 people live in
precarious conditions. The project has
helped mitigate the environmental and
health impacts of the camps, including
contamination of the surrounding
environment and groundwater with
untreated faecal sludge.

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL's role
is to collect and transport sludge from
13 camps to a nearby treatment plant.
This system can treat 30 to 40 m® of
sludge per day using cost-effective,
low-maintenance technology

adapted to the constraints imposed
by camp conditions. One unique
feature of the treatment plant is its
monitoring system: developed with
support from Veolia Foundation, it
measures contaminant levels, thereby
evaluating the effectiveness of the
sludge treatment process. A plan to
expand treatment capacity should be
implemented by early 2022 in order to
meet the camps' growing needs.

FAECAL SLUDGE TREATMENT PLANT IN MYANMAR

In addition to its technical prowess,
this project has placed participation,
inclusion and gender considerations
at the core of its quest to provide the
entire population of the Sittwe camps
and villages with a safer environment
and reduced health risks. We have
also worked to identify local partners
who can take over operations and
maintenance in the future. The next
phase of the project will explore

the feasibility of sludge reuse in
agriculture.

This project has shown that
sustainable sanitation is possible

in humanitarian contexts and that

it is likely to bring with it a number
of long-term benefits for health

and the environment. The pilot is set
to be replicated across other camps
in the country.

o 2022 WATER BAROMETER 8™ edition, March 2022

PROJECT NEX'EAU
IN BURKINA FASO

Amidst deteriorating security
conditions in Burkina Faso,
humanitarian needs are on
the rise. The number of people
requiring humanitarian assistance
currently stands at 3.5 million,
including 1.4 million internally
displaced persons (IDPs).

The influx of displaced persons

to the region has posed serious
challenges to the efficient

and sustainable management

of existing services, already
severely hindered by an
unfavourable hydrogeological
environment, a lack of equipment
and sometimes ill-adapted
technological choices. The various
actors responsible for providing
water services—the National
Office for Water and Sanitation
(ONEA), municipalities and private
operators—are generally unable

to meet growing needs in a timely
and adequate manner. On top

of this, humanitarian responses
do not currently allow for NGOs

to integrate short-term emergency
aid with long-term investments
that could provide for universal,
fair and sustainable water
services.

This is where the NEX'Eau project,
funded by USAID and the AFD,
comes into play. Faced with

the urgent need for responses

to the humanitarian crisis

in the Sahel region, SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL, GRET, Groupe
URD and ONEA have joined

forces to develop and deploy

an innovative integrated approach
bringing together Humanitarian
Aid and Development Aid to
strengthen public water services.

The approach combines
emergency responses with
medium- and long-term
operational assistance for
institutional stakeholders,
the private sector and water
users in the aim of supporting
and developing sustainable
water supply services.

KEY ISSUES

A growing number of epidemics, ever more devastating consequences
of climate change... In this alarming humanitarian context,

the challenges surrounding access to water, sanitation and hygiene
are colossal. The safeguarding of water resources and basic water
services should accordingly be deemed a priority and, as such,

be met with concrete commitments at the local, national, regional
and international levels. To this end, the 9** World Water Forum,
which will be held in Dakar from 21 through 26 March 2022, can

and must be the spark that ignites a collective will to action.

2022 WATER BAROMETER 8" edition, March 2022 9



KEY FIGURES

ACCESS TO WATER,
SANITATION
AND HYGIENE

2.2 BILLION PEOPLE

do not have access to safely managed domestic
drinking water supply services*.

4.2 BILLION PEOPLE
lack access to safely managed sanitation services*.
Source: Joint Monitoring Program for Water Supply Report, WHO/UNICEF 2019

[“Safely managed” means that a given resource or service is administered
in such a way as to provide for the population’s needs and at the same time
to conserve available resources.]

3 BILLION PEOPLE
do not have handwashing facilities with soap
and water at home.

Source: “Lack of handwashing with soap puts millions at increased
risk to COVID-19," article by UNICEEF, 14 October 2020

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

Despite all the efforts that have been made
over the last twenty years,

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOAL 6,

access to sustainably managed drinking
water and sanitation services for all,

IS STILL FAR FROM
BEING ACHIEVED.

@ 2022 WATER BAROMETER 8 edition, March 2022

FOCUS ON
SUB-SAHARAN
AFRICA

Only

24% OF THE POPULATION
IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

has access to a safe source of drinking water.

ovir 500

MILLION PEOPLE

do not have access to improved sanitation facilities.

Source: UN World Water Development Report 2019

46% OF HEALTHCARE
FACILITIES

only have basic access to water.

19% -
O lack any water supply services.

Source: Global progress report on Wash in health care facilities —
WHO/UNICEF 2020

Almost

0,
50% or scHools
have no drinking water supply services.

Source: Joint Monitoring Program for Water Supply Report,
WHO/UNICEF 2019

In sub-Saharan Africa,

63% or PEOPLE

LIVING IN URBAN AREAS,
OR 258 MILLION PEOPLE,

lack access to handwashing facilities.

Source: “Lack of handwashing with soap puts millions
at increased risk to COVID-19,” article by UNICEF, 14 October 2020

WATER
AND HEALTH

Every year,

361,000 cHioren

UNDER THE AGE OF FIVE

die from diarrhea caused by inadequate
access to water, sanitation and hygiene.

Source: Joint Monitoring Program for Water Supply
Report, WHO/UNICEF 2017

Children under the age of 15 are

3 TIMES

MORE LIKELY

to die of a diarrheal disease due

to poor-quality access to water
and sanitation than as a result

of war-related violence.

Source: Water under Fire, UNICEF report, 2019

1.5 MmiLLioN
PEOPLE

die every year from diarrheal
diseases alone.
Source: WWF, 2021

)

WOMEN

IN AFRICA,

women and girls often spend
6 HOURS PER DAY
FETCHING WATER.

Source: Joint Monitoring Program for Water Supply
Report, WHO/UNICEF 2017

13% or woMEN
AND GIRLS WORLDWIDE

have no access to toilets to relieve
themselves and manage their periods.
For these women,

THE RISK OF EXPERIENCING
SEXUAL VIOLENCE
IS 40% HIGHER

than for women who have access

to toilets, according to a study carried
out in 2018 in the Mathare Valley slums,
Kenya. In India, the risk is even higher
(50%).

Source: ideas4development.org

CLIMATE CHANGE
& WATER STRESS '

90% OF ALL NATURAL HAZARDS
ARE WATER RELATED.

Source: UN World Water Development Report 2019, “Leaving no one behind”

Since the year 2000,

THE NUMBER OF DISASTERS .
INVOLVING FLOODING HAS INCREASED BY 134%

in comparison to the two previous decades.
Source: IPCC Assessment Report 2021

IN 2020, 1.2 BILLION PEOPLE
were living in agricultural areas where droughts are very frequent.
Source: State of Food and Agriculture 2020, FAO

By 2050,
GLOBAL DEMAND FORWATER_ _
IS PROJECTED TO INCREASE BY 90%.

Source: UN World Water Development Report 2018, “Nature-based Solutions for Water”

FINANCIAL AND HUMAN
RESOURCES

LESS THAN 1 COUNTRY IN B

that has developed costed “WASH" plans has enough
funding to implement them.

Less THAN 14%

of these countries have sufficient human resources
to carry out these plans.

Source: coalition-eau.org

Overall funding for the sector has been falling since 2018.
In order to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 6,

INVESTMENTS MUST INCREASE

4-FOLD worLbwibe
AND 23-FOLD rorrrAGILE

CONTEXTS

2022 WATER BAROMETER 8" edition, March 2022 °
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KEY ISSUES

THE DAKAR WORLD WATER FORUM
IN MARCH 2022: TIME FOR CONCRETE RESPONSES

By Abdoulaye Sene and Patrick Lavarde,
Co-Chairs of the Preparatory Committee for the 9" World Water Forum

The World Water Forum, set to take place in Dakar from 21 through 26 March 2022,

will focus on the theme “Water security for peace and development”. The event represents

a major milestone on the road to the 2023 United Nations Midterm Review Conference,
which will assess progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 6 on water and sanitation.

As the first Forum to be held in Africa, the
continent lagging the farthest behind in
terms of access to water and sanitation, the
9t World Water Forum will shine a light on
the gaping chasm between objectives and
reality, which is nowhere more drastic than
in sub-Saharan Africa, a region with one of
the world's lowest rates of access to drinking
water and sanitation. And a lack of access to
water also places health, hygiene and food
security in jeopardy, a problem that weighs
on the day-to-day life of populations facing
water insecurity and that poses a major
obstacle to development. This is why the
Forum is placing special emphasis on issues
surrounding access to drinking water and
sanitation.

Over half of the world's cities are
experiencing water supply difficulties amidst
ever-increasing urban concentration. The
Forum will, of course, consider the urban
situation, though its primary focus will be on
rural areas, which are often overlooked, if not
outright forgotten. The imbalance between
rural and urban areas must be corrected

and the living conditions of rural populations
improved via massive investment in rural
water and sanitation services, following

the example of Senegal's Community
Development Emergency Program (PUDC).

Thanks in no small part to the preparatory
contributions of SOLIDARITES
INTERNATIONAL, the Forum will also address
specific issues surrounding access to water
and sanitation in humanitarian emergencies
in order to meet populations’ needs with
concrete responses.

On a broader level, a number of countries are
plagued by water scarcity, particularly those
in the Sahel region where water is vital to
both security and development. In rural areas,
conflicts arising from extensive population
movements are intensifying, as are conflicts
among various types of water users, such

as breeders and farmers. The combination

of rapid population growth and devastating
climate change calls for urgent action.

The Dakar Forum will, accordingly, be
action-oriented: because the time has come
to start implementing solutions and delivering
responses. Despite significant disruptions to
the preparatory process due to the COVID-19
pandemic, a diverse group of some thousand
institutions has worked on the Forum's four
priorities (water security and sanitation;
water for rural development; cooperation;
means and tools), each corresponding to

the water-related Sustainable Development
Goals. These multi-stakeholder working
groups have identified a number of concrete
responses which will be presented over

the course of roughly one hundred themed
sessions. The Forum will also highlight the
hundred or so projects that have received
“Initiative Dakar 2022" certification.

@ 2022 WATER BAROMETER 8" edition, March 2022

A wide-ranging group of stakeholders from
around the world has stepped up to take part
in this collaborative effort. As important as it
is for us to showcase responses implemented
in specific contexts, the ultimate goal is to
adapt these responses for rapid, wide-scale
replication. Cooperation will be critical to
achieving the water-related SDGs, because
no one stakeholder can do it alone. Solid
governance and adequate funding will also be
needed.

Lastly, political will is essential. As the first
member state to formally engage the United
Nations Security Council on water issues,
Senegal is particularly well-positioned to
stand alongside the World Water Council and
make the case for water issues to move up
political agendas at every level. This will be
the main objective of the Heads of State and
Government Meeting, and of meetings of
elected officials, local authorities and regional
water authorities.

We look forward to seeing all water
stakeholders in Dakar next March.
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“THE COLLECTIVE AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHT
TO WATER IS A SELF-EVIDENT HUMAN RIGHT”

Interview with Loic Fauchon, President of the World Water Council

Loic Fauchon, could you tell us
what makes the upcoming World
Water Forum in Dakar unique?

This Forum differs from previous editions for
a number of reasons. For one thing, it's being
held in sub-Saharan Africa, a part of the world
where water access remains inadequate and
inequitable. African communities, who have a
major stake in the issue, will be able to bring
to the table their familiarity with the field

and its realities, allowing for a much more
hands-on, pragmatic approach. The Forum
is also being held in the wake of the 2020
COVID-19 shockwave, which highlighted the
importance of water not only for preventive
hygiene but also for food self-sufficiency,
something that was made clear during the
extended closures of some ports and many
borders.

This Forum bears the tagline

“the Forum of concrete responses”.
Will it deliver on that promise?
What kind of responses do you
hope to see?

After the Forum of Solutions in Marseille in
2012, we and our Senegalese colleagues
decided that Dakar would be the Forum of
Responses: "responses” being the application
of solutions in the field and among
populations. Because it is these responses

2022 WATER BAROMETER 8" et

that are going to improve the day-to-day life
of populations most in need. So long as we
remain fiercely determined to move from talk
to action, we will succeed in bringing these
responses to the fore.

In the past you have said that
“water is political”. What do you
mean by that?

Yes, for over a decade we have been
hammering home the idea that water access
is ultimately a matter of political decisions—
of national and local leaders making it a
real priority through laws, regulations and
budgets that serve to safeguard water
resources, while also ensuring that they are
shared sustainably and, above all, equitably.

A Heads of State and Government
Meeting will be held at the Forum.
What might this meeting yield
for water and sanitation security?
The presence of heads of state and
governments at the Forum is nothing new.
This time, given that Senegal will be chairing
the African Union and that President Macky
Sall has expressed a will to act, our call for
strong, tangible commitments on water and
sanitation will undoubtedly resonate all the
more loudly.

How does the Forum tie into the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), and Goal 6 specifically?
What role might the Forum play
leading up to the International
Water Conference at the United
Nations in March 2023?

The Dakar Forum is one step—without a
doubt the most important one—on the road
to March 2023. If responses are delivered in
Dakar, that will be our best proof that going
forward, water has a new role to play in
promoting peace and development.

Any final thoughts to conclude?
For years the World Water Council has
been working to drive home two strong
priorities. The first is that the international
community—every government, every
human community—must safeguard this
resource and ensure that it is used fairly:
that is, equitably and economically. The
second follows from the first: the collective
and individual right to water is a self-evident
human right which must be respected and
enforced universally for the survival of the
planet. That is what we are fighting for,
peacefully but purposefully.
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“THE DAKAR FORUM MUST BE
A MAJOR POLITICAL MILESTONE
ON THE ROAD TO THE UN 2023
WATER CONFERENCE”

By Jean Launay, President of the French Water Partnership

“In 2020, around one in four people lacked
safely managed drinking water in their
homes and nearly half the world's population
lacked safely managed sanitation. COVID-19
has highlighted the urgent need to ensure
everyone can access good hand hygiene. At
the onset of the pandemic, three in ten people
worldwide could not wash their hands with
soap and water within their homes."

This alarming statement is how the WHO/
UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme’

report summarizes last year's global WASH
statistics. The French Water Partnership
(FWP) had these observations in mind, along
with the findings of the World Conservation
Congress? (e.g., 90% of wetlands have dried
up over the last 100 years) and the 6th IPCC
Report?, as we rolled up our sleeves in 2021
and set out to plan the 9" World Water Forum.

The Dakar Forum is the first to be held in
sub-Saharan Africa. Postponed from 2021
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it will now
take place while its host country, Senegal,
holds the Chairmanship of the African

Union. The international water community is
sure to make a solid turnout at this long-
awaited event. Thousands of specialists,
professionals and elected officials typically
attend, and it is our hope that, despite the
current context, as many of them as possible
will be able to come together and forge vital
partnerships. Because it's time to step up
the pace. But don't take it from me: that is
the United Nations' call to speed up efforts to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goal on
Water and Sanitation. For this to happen, the
UN is calling for: 1. optimization of new and
existing funding channels; 2. enhanced data;
3. global capacity building; 4. innovation;

5. intersectoral and, where applicable,
cross-border governance with clearly

defined roles for stakeholders and institutions
directly or indirectly involved in water
management.

The 200 members of the FWP are mobilized
on all of these fronts from within their
respective panels: government and public
institutions; NGOs; regional authorities and
elected officials; economic stakeholders;
research and training institutes; and private
individuals. Our members have made

their ambition clear in joining the FWP, an
organization dedicated to promoting the
water agenda at the international level.

Now, to fulfill the FWP's mission, we have
approached planning the World Water Forum
with the same resolve we displayed heading
into the other major conferences: the COP26
Climate Change Conference, the COP15
Biodiversity Conference, and so on. We have
held regular information sessions to help get
French stakeholders on board and promote
their expertise.

In addition, the FWP team has been involved
in all aspects of the preparatory process
and has set the following expectations:

the Dakar Forum must end on a powerful
plea for the operational achievement of
the 2030 Agenda's water targets and for
the achievement of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) more broadly,
the aim being to make recommendations
ahead of the United Nations 2023 Midterm
Review of the Water Action Decade, "Water
for Sustainable Development”. Two Heads
of State and Government Meetings—one
African and one global—are on the agenda
in Dakar; both are an opportunity to further

champion these ambitions and to pave the
way for the 2023 conference. To ensure

no one is left behind, messages must be
grounded in a pragmatic progress report on
the 2030 Agenda's 20 water-related targets
and a political commitment to move more
quickly towards achieving these and all other
2030 Agenda targets, while also taking into
account those territories subject to crises
and vulnerabilities.

Set to take place on the continent lagging the
farthest behind in terms of access to water
and sanitation, the Dakar Forum must be a
major political milestone. Every aspect of
the 2030 Agenda must be promoted there.
The FWP and its members will stress this
urgency, advocate a cross-cutting approach
to sustainable development issues and calll
on all stakeholders to take an active role.

1 https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/billions-
people-will-lack-access-safe-water-sanitation-and-
hygiene-2030-unless

2 https://www.iucncongress2020.org/about/about-
iucn-congress

3 https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wgl/
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WHEN ARE WE GOING TO DECIDE
TO MOVE FULL SPEED AHEAD?

By Gérard Payen, Vice President of the French Water Partnership
and former Water Advisor to the Secretary General of the United Nations ([UNSGAB)

In September 2019, UN member states
aiming to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 decided
to speed up their efforts and dubbed 2020-
2030 “the decade of action and results".
Their resolve to pick up the pace did not
concern water-related actions. On the
contrary, citing relatively optimistic reports
from UN agencies, states even patted
themselves on the back for their progress in
the area of drinking water.

Since then, however, UN-Water has made
great strides in statistical reporting. Sector
knowledge has improved, with reports—
notably those from mid-2021—providing
quantitative estimates on nearly all 10 SDG
water indicators. This new data highlights
more clearly than ever the vast extent of
needs and the slow pace of progress. The
days of downplaying and denial are over.

UN agencies have finally reacted. At a
High-level Meeting in New York on 18 March
2021, they publicly hammered home the
message that states need to "quadruple the
current rate of progress” on water issues.
“Quadrupling” these efforts is no small feat.
We're not talking a 5-10% change. We're
talking a drastic acceleration on a scale
rarely seen in government actions. For this
to happen, states will have to rethink existing
public policies, draw up action plans with
clear objectives and intermediate steps and,
of course, deploy targeted resources on a
much larger scale.

Unfortunately, to the best of my knowledge,
since the SDGs were adopted in 2015, public
policies governing water resources, access
to water and sanitation, and water pollution
management have seen only marginal
changes. No one seems to be stepping it
up. Global statistics point to slow and quite
relative progress.

In 2020, the number of people with no access
to safe water stood at 2.0 billion, a decrease
of less than 0.2 billion over 5 years. If things
continue at this rate for the next nine years,
1.4 billion human beings will still be without
safe drinking water in 2030, the target date for
“universal” access, meaning access for all to
truly safe drinking water. Worse still, access
to safe drinking water is declining in some
parts of the world, including urban areas and
sub-Saharan Africa.

Moreover, not a single country seems to

be doing its part towards the collective

goal of cutting pollution flows from urban
wastewater by half between 2015 and 2030.

SO, WHO'S GOING TO STEP IT UP
AND WHEN?

Water-related actions are, of course,
implemented at the local level and thus
often fall to local authorities. But in our
interconnected world, these local actions
must fit into a broader vision that transcends
even national borders. Because global
interdependencies are everywhere: from
catchment areas to commercial imports,
many countries profit from the water available
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in other countries. Accordingly, states have

a key role to play, both within and across
their borders. At the international level they
occasionally convene to discuss one specific
aspect of water, but these meetings very
rarely cover the full scope of water-related
issues. As a result, for one thing, states have
not yet found time for a serious discussion of
progress towards the 20 water-related SDG
targets.

However, as | wrote in last year's Barometer,
an exceptional sequence of diplomatic events
that began in late 2019 is leading up to the
landmark UN Water Conference to be held in
March 2023. States have already convened
twice—in New York City in March 2021 and in
Bonn, Germany, in July 2021. Next, they will
meet in Dakar for the 9" World Water Forum
and then at least another 3 times prior to
March 2023. When are they going to decide
to move full speed ahead? Clearly not during
these intermediate stages which don't allow
for decision-making. In March 2023, they will
be at the UN conference—an event that does
allow for decision-making. Will they seize this
rare opportunity to move into action and hit
the many accelerators within their reach? For
that to happen, all water stakeholders and
governments taking part in the Dakar Forum
need to wake up to the need for drastic
acceleration and specifically request that
actions to "quadruple” progress be decided
at the March 2023 UN Conference.
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WATER IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA:

INCREASING PRODUCTION TO MEET HIGHER DEMAND

By Luc Soenen, Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Shelter Coordinator,
European Commission, Africa Regional Office

Water needs are constantly increasing in West and Central Africa and exploding in certain regions.
Luc Soenen from the European Commission’s Africa Regional Office highlights the importance

of increasing water production.

Insecurity in West and Central Africa has
caused massive population displacements
towards safer areas, with over 8.5 million
refugees and displaced persons in Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,
Nigeria, the Central African Republic

and Chad. As a result, water, sanitation
and hygiene needs and demand have
escalated beyond the capacity of existing
infrastructure—when such facilities are
actually available.

As a rule, public health risks increase
significantly as population density rises,
hastening the spread of diseases and
epidemics.

Larger and often rapidly growing numbers
of people end up sharing water and other
resources, placing an excessive burden on
facilities that are either undersized or cannot
handle such demand. This heightens the risk
of tensions between host communities and
displaced populations.

In such situations, conditions often fall
short of minimum humanitarian guidelines,
i.e., the minimum, essential targets defined
by the humanitarian community to achieve
acceptable conditions that safeqguard public
health and human dignity.

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
assistance projects all too often suffer
from implementational shortcomings. The
worrying fact is that this only seems to

be getting worse over time, which is both
abnormal and unacceptable. This trend is all
the more concerning since funding is also
often insufficient. The WASH sector has lost
the obvious, automatic first place that it held
in the past; it must win it back since WASH
forms the foundation for almost everything.
Without it, everything falls apart.

ECHO funding for WASH in West and Central
Africa grew from 5 million euros in 2016

to 18 million euros in 2017, before falling

to around 11 million euros. This figure
encompasses both single-sector WASH?
programs and a multisectoral humanitarian
approach that primarily supports health

and nutrition.

In this context, the priority should be to
increase supply and production—this

is probably the greatest challenge for
humanitarian actors, to demonstrate their
added value. In practical terms, water points
with potential for expansion should be
further developed and better harnessed.
Itis also important to prioritize and pay
greater attention to improving knowledge,
bolstering management and monitoring
water resources—especially groundwater
resources—more closely. Coordination
between humanitarian, transition and
development programs means that more
extensive, improved outcomes can be
achieved. Finally, all due attention must be

paid to the environmental aspects of projects.

“The priority should be
to increase supply
and production.”

1 https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/
water-sanitation-and-hygiene_en
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THE 9* WORLD WATER FORUM:
PAVING THE WAY TO 2023

By Marine Collignon, Head of the Water, Pollution and Transversal Affairs Unit,

and Eugénie Avram, Policy Advisor for Water, Sanitation, Integrated Water Resources Management
and Transboundary Waters at the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs

The World Water Forum, held every three years, is a major event on the global agenda.

The 9™ edition, hosted by Senegal and set to take place in Dakar in March 2022, will be
particularly important: the results of the Forum will lay the groundwork for the United Nations
2023 Water Conference, the first such conference to be hosted by the UN since 1977.

The 9'" edition of the World Water Forum is
unprecedented in more ways than one. As the
first forum to be held in sub-Saharan Africa,
it provides an opportunity to highlight the
specific challenges facing African countries
and to identify appropriate solutions. This
edition will also take place against the
backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic which
has made all too clear the consequences of
a lack of access to hygiene, sanitation and
drinking water—a problem afflicting 30%

of the global population, 70% of whom live
in sub-Saharan Africa. Finally, this Forum

is part of a multilateral sequence of events
paving the way to the Midterm Review of the
Water Action Decade, "Water for Sustainable
Development" (New York City, 22-24 March
2023), the UN's first conference devoted to
water since 1977.

The 9" World Water Forum represents the
second of five milestones on the road to

the UN Water Conference, co-hosted by
Tajikistan and the Netherlands?: it follows the
Bonn Water Dialogues hosted by Germany in
July 2021 and will in turn be followed by the
Asia-Pacific Water Summit (Japan), the High-
Level Symposium on Water set to take place
during the UN Ocean Conference (Portugal,
June 2022), and the Dushanbe High-Level
International Conference (Tajikistan).

One of France's main challenges will be

to ensure that the international community
adopts the accelerated timeline to achieve
Goal 6 of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) launched in 2020 by

UN-Water, particularly by further developing
and operationalizing messages drafted during
the Bonn Water Dialogues. The success of
the upcoming UN Water Conference hinges
on cross-coordination and complementarity
among the various events leading up to it.
Bearing that in mind, the theme Senegal

has chosen for the Forum—water security

for peace and development—and its focus

on field solutions seem particularly suited

to tackling the full spectrum of water and
sanitation issues, which the international
community will need to step up and address
with appropriate commitments. Because that
is the objective of the UN conference: assess
progress, make commitments and take
action to achieve universal access to water
and sanitation, and sustainable resource
management by 2030.

We know that the strategies deployed thus far
are insufficient. Nearly 2.2 billion people are
still without drinking water; over half of the
global population lacks access to adequate
sanitation services and has no handwashing
facilities (WHO, UNICEF). Likewise, some

3.6 billion people—nearly half of the global
population—are affected by severe water
shortages, a number expected to climb to

5 billion by 2050 (UN). This being the case,
the UN considers that investments in the
sector will need to quadruple in order to
achieve the 18 water-related targets of the
2030 Agenda on which so many other issues
hinge: peace and security, public health, food
and nutritional security, energy, economic
development, fighting climate change and
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protecting biodiversity. Faced with these
facts, it seems vital that the international
community and all stakeholders step up.

Which is why France, in line with its
international water and sanitation strategy
(2020-2030)?, is lobbying the international
community to seize this unique opportunity
to strengthen multilateral dialogues, and is
encouraging political decision-makers and
all stakeholders and sectors to commit firmly
to (a) making the human right to water and
sanitation a reality and (b) strengthening
integrated and cooperative resource
management at the catchment-area level,
including cross-border catchment areas.
Improving sector governance at every level,
safeguarding resources against climate
change, and strengthening sector-specific
knowledge and resources are some of

the key objectives that France is committed
to championing at the 2